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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF NPS MONTEREY 
AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 
Under authority granted by General Order 27, scho o l o f 
Marine Engineering opened June 6 in two rooms of an 
attic on the grounds of the United States Naval Aca demy 
at Annapolis, Maryland. Three Naval officers comprised 
the faculty and the student body was 10 Naval officers, 
who were under authority of USNA Superintendent. Th~ 
school was designed to give adv a nced education t o 
commissioned officers. First He a d of NPS wa~ Lt. Cmdr. 
M.E. Reed. 
Addressing the first graduating class, Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy Beekman Winthr op said, "There will some day 
be a postgraduate course t o call all the officers of the 
Navy together. This school is the beginning and may be 
the one on which the Navy Department of the future may 
have to depend~ 
On June 3, Lt. Cmdr. J.P. Mort o n replaced Reed as 
Head of NPS, marking the first change of command at the 
school. 
In October, General Order 233 c a lled for the renaming 
of the school to the Postgraduate Department of the 
United States Naval Academy. The change was made so as 
to further "the best needs of the United States Navy . " 
On March 1, Capt. L.H. Chandler was named Acting Head 
of the school, replacing Morton. Chandler served until 
July, when he was replaced by Cmdr. L.M. Nulton, wh o ~ l so 
served as Acting Head. In September, Cmdr. John Halligan 
was named Head of NPS. This marks the qnly time four 
"commanding officers" served NPS in thf same year. 
After entry of the United States into World War I, the 
school was closed and all faculty and student officers 
were transferred to combat billets. Halligan was amo ng 
those who were sent to forward stations, with bis 
replacement being Cmdr. W.T. Cluverius : · 
With the end of World War I on Nov. 11, Cluverius was 
replaced as Head of NPS by Cmdr. J.H . Hileman. 
Simultaneously with the reopening of the school in 
May, Capt. Ernest J. King was selected as Head of NPS . 
It was King who served as Chief of Naval Operations in 
some of the critical years before Pearl Harbor {Dec. 7, 
1941) and was to become a five-star Fleet Admiral. 
The school offered 52 officer/students both Mechanical 
Engineering and Electrical Engineering and classes were 














The school was officially renamed the United States 
Naval Postgraduate School, but remained under command 
of the USNA Superintendent. 
King was replaced by Cmdr. J.O. Fisher, but one of his 
final strong recommendations concerning the future of 
NPS was the "hope that a school designed for line 
officers would be incorporated into the curricula." 
Cmdr. Alexander Sharp was named Head of NPS., replacing , 
Fisher. 
Emphasis on NPS as an important part of the training 
of Naval officers was lessened and the Head of NPS 
was vested in Lt. Cmdr. A.E. Penn, who replaced a 
commander. Strong objections from the Department o f 
the Navy were heard. 
Cmdr. R.A. Theobala : bjcarie ~H~ad of : Nps ·ln ~September, 
the last time that an officer below 0-6 rank was to 
serve as commanding officer. It marked a recommitment 
of the Congress, Sen. Hiram Johnson of California said, 
to the advanced training of career Naval officers. 
For the first time since Capt. Ernest King served as 
Head of NPS, an 0-6, Capt. A.T. Church, read orders 
placing Theobald in command of the school. 
In September, a General Line School was established as 
a one-year course to "acquaint junior line officers, 
returning from active duty, with modern developments 
and to broaden their professional knowledge leading to 
future command at sea." 
On June 10, Church turned over command bf NPS to Capt. 
F.H. Sadler, thus ending what, to date, has been the 
longest assignment in the position -- 3 years and nine 
months. 
Capt. J.H. Newton replaced Sadler as H~ad of NPS on June 8. 
Capt. G.V. Stewart replaced Newton as Head of NPS 
on Sept. 8. 
In contrast to conditions surrounding World War I, the 
expansion and strengthening of NPS studies was approved 
by the Congress and signed into law by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. A growth in faculty, students 
and programs was anticipated. 
Student enrollment at NPS increased to 709, with 348 









An agreement to lease/purchase unspecified property in 
the Monterey area was signed Dec. 20, 1942. It was 
signed with operators of the Del Monte properties. 
In November, Capt. E.M. Tillson was named Acting Head 
of NPS. 
Capt. V.R. Murphy was named Head of NPS on Jau. 11. 
Hotel Del Monte and surrounding property officially 
became a part of the Navy holdings on Feb. 4, with the 
first use being to serve the growing needs of pre-flight 
candidates. An option to purchase was included in the 
arrangement. 
From February through January 1944, some 250 cadets were 
assigned to begin classes at two-week intervals. At any 
one time, some 500 officers and 1,500 students were 
part of pre-flight school. A family style mess was 
capable of serving 1,430 cadets every 20 minutes. 
So fast had the Navy met its challenge to produce pilots 
that the pre-flight school at Hotel Del Monte was closed 
on Jan. 24. In all, 4,750 students had successfully 
completed the course of instruction. 
In June, Capt. H.A. Spanagel began his unique two-tiered 
role as commanding officer of NPS (see 1947). 
Although the Gneral Line School enrollment declined to 
330 students, the student body continued to increase as 
432 were taking courses. Total enrollment was 762. 
Pre-flight activities had been decommisJioned at 
Monterey, but the hotel and surrounding 1grounds were 
being utilized for engineering and line personnel 
schools. 
In October, NAAS Monterey was disestablished and on 
Nov. 1 it was placed in caretaker status. 
Under authority of Public Law 303 of the 1st session 
of the 80th Congress, purchase of 606 acres in Monterey, 
including Hotel Del Monte was approved at a cost of 
$2,149,800. This authority granted title of Superintendent 
to commanding officer and redesignated unit to be 
United States Naval Postgraduate School. As part of 
the growth, an office of Academic Dean (civilian) was 
created. The NPS Superintendent was given authority 









General Line School was reopened in Newport, R.I., 
with 600 students. 
In July, Capt. Spanagel was placed on retired list 
and, in August, was named superintendent -- first 
person to hold that title as head of NPS. He thus served as 
Rear Admiral, USN (Retired), the only such non-active 
duty officer to head the school. 
NAAS Monterey reactivated to serve needs of . aviators 
J 
attending Monterey schools. Forty-six aircraft were 
assigned. 
On Feb. 28, General Line School reopened in Monterey 
with 500 students, including 40 who were studying 
aerology. The General Line School was an "integrated 
course in Naval Science to broaden the professional 
knowledge of unrestricted line officers of USN. Naval 
Administrative Command established to support NPS. ----On May 11, President Harry S Truman authorized move to 
Monterey for NPS, with actual campus to be 133 acres. 
Although the move was hastened by lack of space at Naval 
Academy, the stated reason was due to environmental 
conditions marking the first time in the history of 
education that an institution of higher learning was 
established in such a locality for the stated reason a 
NPS was accredited by Engineering Council for Professional 
Development. The approval came on Oct. 29. 
Six years after first assuming the office of commanding 
officer of NPS, Spanagel was replaced by Rear Adm. 
Ernest E. Herrmann -- the first flag officer on active 
duty to hold the position. The transfer l came in June. 
I 
On Nov. 21, movement of 500 families and . three million 
pounds of equipment from USNA Annapolis to NPS Monterey 
was started. 
On Dec. 22, NPS Monterey officially opeQed with Rear Adm. 
Herrmann continuing as Superintendent. Courses in 
Engineering Science, General Line School and Naval 
Science were offered, with each of three terms being 
15 weeks. In the opening address, Herrmann said NPS 
"was created to foster and encourage a program of research 
in order to sustain academic excellence. 
In June, the General Line school was disestablished at 
Newport, R.I., and its Engineering School became part 
of NPS Monterey. 
Upon death of Rear Adm. Herrmann in November, Rear Adm. 














NAAS Monterey took over entire north side of municipal 
airport shared facility. 
Naval Air Intercept Training Facility (Pt. Pinos} was 
made operational Aug. 2. 
NPS was accredited by Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges, thus validating the authority of Superintendent 
to confer degrees that were acceptable in academic world. 
I 
In September, General Line School became a 9¼-month course. 
Rear Adm. Earl E. Stone became Superintendent, thus 
becoming the first former NPS student to hold the position. 
First women student officers began arriving in January 
to start classes in February. In addition to regular 
courses, this group of 13 was offered curricula in 
Communications as part of the General Line School. 
Naval Management School added in June to serve needs of 
Supply and Civil Engineering Corps in administrative science. 
Additional classes were added for Line and Staff Corps 
in August. Class length was five months. Room for these 
studies became available with (May 1956) completion 
of four modern academic buildings, plus King lecture hall . 
In December, another former NPS student, Rear Adm. Elmer 
E. Yeomans was appointed Superintendent. 
On July 1, General Line School was renamed General Line 
and Naval Science School and a Bachelor of Science degree 
was approved for awarding eligible gradua~ing students. 
I 
Bachelor of science curriculum offered. 
NPS now listed 130 faculty members and 1,200 officer 
students. Superintendent also had command authority 
over 300 Naval students attending civiliftn colleges and 
universities. 
NPS again certified by Westeran Association of Schools and 
Colleges. 
A masters's degree in Management was authorized and course 
of study was extended from five months to one full academic 
year. Secretary of the Navy mandated a research to take 
place in support of educational programs. 
In August, a Bachelor of Arts degree was offered students 
in General Line and Naval Science School who had a college 














In March, Rear Adm. Marshall E. Dornin was named 
Superintendent. He, too, was a former NPS student. 
Schools of Management, General Line and Engineering 
were merged and NPS was now recognized as a university. 
Serving under the superintendent were a Director of 
Programs (headed by a Naval officer) and a Dean of 
Programs (headed by a civilian faculty member). 
Continuing the recent trend, former 1alumnus ~nd then 
Rear Adm. Charles Bergin was appointed superintendent 
in August. 
Rear Adm. E.J. O'Donnell was appointed Superintendent 
in January, marking the fifth consecutive former NPS 
student to hold that title. 
Academic calendar was changed and formal school was 
now based on quarter system. 
On. Oct. 23, Rear Adm. Robert Waring McNitt was 
appointed Superintendent. 
A three-story academic building, containing 80,794 
square feet, was dedicated as Ingersoll Hall on Oct. 
15. It was named for three members of one family --
Adm. Royal Rodney Ingersoll (Civil War--world War II), 
his son, Adm. Royal Eason Ingersoll (WW II), and the latter's 
son, Lt. Royal R. Ingersoll II, who as a lieutenant was 
killed at his battle station aboard USS Hor in 1942. 
On Nov. 24, La Mesa Village was dedicated, thus easing 
the housing problem for students and support personnel 
of NPS Monterey. (Groundbreaking ceremo?ies were held 
Sept. 17, 1968,) 
Rear Adm. Alex Goodfellow read his orders in April assuming 
duties as Superintendent. He was the last of six 
consecutive flag officers who were former NPS students. 
Rear Adm. Mason Freeman became Superintendent in July. 
Naval Postgraduate school, in addition to Naval war 
College and United States Naval Academy, became component 
parts of Naval Education and Training Command, with 
headquarters in Pensacola, Fla. 
Rear Adm. Isham Linder, an NPS alumnus, was named 
Superintendent. 
Rear Adm. Tyler Dedman named superintendent. 
a former NPS student. 
--more--
He was 
.. • ., .. 
7-7-7-7-chronological table 
1980 On Jan. 24, Rear Adm. John Joseph Ckelund became 
Superintendent. 
J 
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